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and a patron of schools and such learning as there was.
Ably seconded by his French wife, Helena, a niece of
the first "Latin Emperor of Constantinople, he laboured
hard for the civilisation of his warlike people. But he
could not escape the terrible inroads of the Mongols,
which threatened the kingdom of Hungary with de-
struction, and were a grave source of danger to Servia
as well. Stephen gave the Hungarian king a refuge
in his domains, and thus called down upon himself the
vengeance of the barbarian hordes. In a great battle
the Serbs and Dalmatians drove them back to Spalato,
but on their way home bands of stragglers traversed
Servia and levied blackmail upon its unfortunate
inhabitants. Freed from these marauders, Stephen
found a greater source of trouble in the rebellious
spirit of his eldest son. Not content to wait until his
father's crown descended to him, the heir-apparent
intrigued with the ungrateful King of Hungary, whose
daughter he had married. The old King Stephen
refused to resign, whereupon his son marched into
Servia at the head of a Hungarian army, deposed his
father and put the crown on his own head, assuming
the title of Stephen V. The aged monarch, abandonee!
by his retainers and naturally a man of peace, ac-
cepted his fate, and lived, till his death in 1272, as a
subject of his treacherous son. But the young king
did not long enjoy his ill-gotten title. Stung by
remorse, and believing himself to be the object of
divine vengeance, he abdicated in 1275, and his
brother took his place under the style of Stephen VI.
With him begins \yhat may be called the ''great
century" of the Servian kingdom, \vhen Servia be-